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Man dies
in blaze on
Spell St.
Thursday
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ending
golf course
contract
By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

involved from one end to the other”
with flames coming out of every window and the front door when the
firefighters arrived.
“100 percent of the structure
is being consumed by fire at [the
point of being fully involved],”

The City of Kilgore and
Eagle Golf are likely to terminate their agreement on
management of the Clubs
at Meadowbrook next week,
beginning a transition period as the city develops a new
plan for the local golf course.
Meadowbrook’s advisory
board unanimously recommended the parting of the
ways about a year into the
agreement with Eagle Golf.
The city’s subsidies for the
course have been stacking up, and officials hope
a revised strategy – less the
$60,000 annual management fee – will help the
facility turn a profit in the
second year of municipal
ownership.
“This is an amicable separation between the city and Eagle Golf,” Kilgore City Manager Scott Sellers said. “The
subsidies required to maintain
the course over the last year
have made continuing with
Eagle cost-prohibitive.”
According to Kilgore Finance Director Lawanna
Williams, to date the city
has transferred $218,243.11
into Meadowbrook’s bank
account in addition to the
$279,075 paid for the course
last year.
“In addition, the city had
set aside and spent most of
$50,785 which included
$30,000 for general maintenance and $20,875 for a
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KILGOROUND
BILL WOODALL
AS OF THIS WRITING,
Kilgore and Gilmer football teams
are undefeated.
Gilmer’s
the toprated
Texas 3A
team and
Kilgore is
ranked third; both are in
district 16-3A.
KILGORE boosters,
who obviously hope for
a Bulldog win, hope to
also overwhelm Gilmer
fans with red when the
Buckeyes play here November 8.
BULLDOG red tee shirts
are on sale for only $8
– $12 if you need something larger than XL – at
KISD campuses. Alternatively, we have a copy
of the form at the News
Herald. Pick up an order
form today and return it
with money no later than
Friday Oct. 25 to get your
shirt in time to wear it to
the Gilmer game.
INCIDENTALLY, Gilmer
has never defeated Kilgore here.
•
CINDY Morris, the
new-ish president of
the Kilgore Chamber of
Commerce, on Friday
was discussing persimmons and winter.
APPARENTLY there’s
some conviction among
some families that the
shape of a persimmon’s
seed pod will predict winter’s weather. The Old
Farmer’s Almanac – I
checked – offers a concurring opinion.
HERE’S how it works.
Cut a persimmon fruit
in half. Cut it across the
middle, as if you were
cutting on “the equator.”
Don’t slice it like you
See KILGOROUND, Page 4A
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(Top) Family members comfort Jackie Womack after her son became trapped in a house fire
on Spell Street Thursday morning. (Above) On the scene less than four minutes after they were
dispatched, Kilgore firefighters were unable to rescue 31-year-old Calvin Sickler from the
blaze, which was fully-involved when emergency responders arrived.

Red Cross assists family after death, total loss of home
By CHELSEA KATZ
news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

A 31-year-old Kilgore man, Calvin
Sickler, died as a result of a fire at the
home of his step-father early Thursday.
Ronnie Womack, owner of the
house at the corner of King and Spell
streets, said he was up getting dressed

for an 8 a.m. appointment with his
doctor “when they began running
through the house shouting fire.”
The fire broke out about 6:30 a.m.
Kilgore firefighters were dispatched
at 6:45 Thursday morning and arrived at the house at about 6:48,
Kilgore Assistant Fire Chief Mike
Simmons said. The fire was “fully

"This is an
opportunity for me
to bring the state
what I know best
– the needs of
farmers, ranchers
and landowners.”
Tommy
Merritt

Merritt will run for
state's top Ag post
Press Release
Tommy Merritt, former East Texas state representative, today announced he will be a candidate
for the Republican nomination for Texas Agriculture Commissioner.
“After months of canvassing the state, I am flattered and encouraged by the overwhelming support I have received from across the state to take
this important step,” Merritt said. “Texas needs
an agriculture Commissioner who understands
what farmers and ranchers are facing in these
tough economic times.”
Merritt has spent his entire life working in and
around agriculture.
“I’m no newcomer wannabe looking for a temporary job on the political career ladder,” he said.
“This is an opportunity for me to bring the state
what I know best – the needs of farmers, ranchers
and landowners.”
The Gregg County Republican party Chairman is one of the first to publicly endorse
See MERRITT, Page 2A

Officials: 'Skidabraded' interstate is saving lives
By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

Nine months after the Texas
Department of Transportation
roughened Kilgore’s two-mile
stretch of Interstate 20, local officials say the process has clearly
saved lives.
Kilgore police officers and
firefighters began taking the
lead at incidents on I-20 after
Kilgore City Council members
added a portion of the roadway
through their annexation of
961-acres to the north in late
July of 2012.
The new workload was significant, Mayor Ronnie Spradlin said.
“The number of wrecks that
occurred – often in rain and often with single-vehicle wrecks

COURTESY image from SKIDABRADER.COM

The Skidabrader unit used by Texas Department of
Transportation on Kilgore's portion of Interstate 20
in January is credit with a drastic reduction in wrecks.

– seemed to be way out of proportion to the small bit of roadway we were patrolling,” he explained. “Our police felt unsafe

on the highway working one
wreck, afraid there’d be another
See SKIDABRADER, Page 3A

District mulls solution for KIS traffic snag
By JAMES DRAPER

news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD administrators haven’t yet decided if they’ll keep a new traffic control installed at the intermediate campus last month.
At the request of school employees, City of
Kilgore personnel erected a sign Sept. 23 prohibiting left turns – at certain times – from

the northbound lane of Whipporwill Lane
into the student drop-off / pick-up line at
Kilgore Intermediate School. The new regulation effectively requires parents to enter a
single, southbound line stretching from Dudley Road to the campus.
According to KISD Superintendent Cara
See TRAFFIC, Page 3A
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one. At times there were multiple
wrecks in that one small stretch.
In a six-month period following
the annexation, KPD tracked 72
incidents in Kilgore’s portion of the
interstate, many of them occurring
in inclement weather. Among the
total incidents, 58 were crashes, one
of them fatal.
In the six months after TxDOT’s
Skidabrader blasted its metal pellets
at the road surface, the total number of recorded incidents was cut in
half and crashes were reduced by almost 71 percent.
“After the outstanding results and
reduction in accidents that Kilgore
achieved after the Skidabrader improved the traction on the part of
I-20 in the city limits, it looks like
a wonderful method to be used on
even more of the interstate to increase safety and reduce wrecks.”
In the weeks and months after following the annexation, it
quickly became clear there was a
problem, Kilgore City Manager
Scott Sellers said.
“I referred to that area in every
conversation as ‘the Bermuda Triangle of I-20,’” he recalled, an unexpected aspect of the city’s growth
to the north. “I did not regret the
annexation. If anything, I was grateful that there was now an additional
set of eyes on the problem. Looking
back on the accident history, recognizing that it was a very significant
issue, that outside of our jurisdiction
we just did not understand ... it was
providential that we annexed that ar-

ea when we did to undoubtedly save
the lives that have been saved.”
Heading into the annexation, city
leaders adjusted KPD and Kilgore
Fire Department’s coverage to account for the new jurisdiction but
were surprised and concerned at the
amount of attention the interstate
required. They soon adopted a ‘box
strategy,’ dividing the approximately two-mile stretch into six quickresponse zones, three on either side
of the interstate between Hwy. 135
and FM 2087.
“Police and fire had to adjust coverage specifically to address I-20 accidents, even going so far as to establish a first-response team during
times of inclement weather,” Sellers
explained.
The vast majority of the incidents
occurred during rain, KPD Chief
Todd Hunter noted, causing chain
reactions.
“We know that for a fact. We
tried to staff accordingly when we
could see that we were going to have
severe weather during those periods
of time,” he said. “Unfortunately,
several of those accidents caused
other accidents.
“We were spending an inordinate
amount of time out there, especially
in wet conditions, because of accidents and that took us away from

our mission in the city.”
According to Sellers, the problem
hit home when he rode along with
firefighters to a reported SUV rollover wreck in early August – in that
incident, a woman was killed when
she was thrown from the vehicle after a tire blowout. Her 3-year-old
son, also ejected, died days later.
It was a disturbing, heartbreaking
episode, he said.
“That whole scene impacted me
where I would not rest until something was done.”
Sellers began a series of e-mails
and conversations with TxDOT
representatives and, subsequently,
with District 7 Rep. David Simpson
and his staff members, raising the
issue during ‘Listening Day’ at the
capitol.
“Something had to be done,” he
said. “Every time it rained, the first
responders would say, ‘Oh no, I-20.’
They would just know that there
would be some major accident, and
almost every time without fail there
was not just one but multiple accidents in inclement weather.”
On a rainy Friday in late December, local emergency responders attended five one-vehicle wrecks on
I-20 within the span of a few hours,
four of them inside the city limits

“I referred to that area in every
conversation as ‘the Bermuda Triangle
of I-20' ... Something had to be done."
Kilgore City Manager Scott Sellers

with one fatal wreck about a halfmile east of FM 2087.
TxDOT’s inspection of the roadway confirmed Kilgore officials’
fears.
“We were seeing what was called
surface polishing,” said Larry
Krantz, spokesman for the agency’s
Tyler division. “It’s just where the
pavement starts to wear. That’s
been ongoing: I-20 is something
we’re never going to be able to quit
working on. The job is never done.
Everything out there has a limited
lifespan because of the traffic.
“It was a good opportunity to go
in there and make it a little rougher,
provide some more traction.”
Krantz compared the Skidabrader
to sandblasting on a much-larger
scale, bombarding the road surface
with BBs to abrade the pavement.
“It’s a tool that we can use in our
toolbox. In the process of abrading
the pavement, it’s not a permanent
fix by any stretch but pavement’s
not designed to be permanent.”
The Skidabrader process took
three days in late January: the improvement was immediate, Sellers
said.
“The first major rainstorm following the Skidabrader, we waited,
we held our breath waiting for the
emergency tone to dispatch our
emergency responders to I-20, and
it never came. That was when I
knew the Skidabrader was a success
and I-20 was no longer a threat to
our citizens.”
Increasing the friction on the

TRAFFIC
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Kate Watkins judges chili entries at the City of Kilgore's annual employee cook-off Thursday night in
the Kilgore Community House. Kilgore Finance Director Lawanna Williams' dish ultimately won the
competition.

County personnel finalize details for November election
By CHELSEA KATZ
news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

As November approaches,
the Gregg County Commissioners’ Court heard details
about the upcoming local
elections, among other orders
of business.
County Elections Administrator Kathryn Nealy announced to the court that the
Texas Department of Public
Safety would have mobile stations set up to help people get
the necessary identification to
vote in the Nov. 5 Constitutional Amendment Election.
DPS would have these stations at four locations Friday,
Oct. 18 and four other locations Monday, Oct. 21.
Friday’s proposed stations
will be at the Gregg County
Courthouse, Green Street
Recreation Center, Buckner Westminster Place and
Colonial Village Retirement
Center. Monday’s proposed
stations are Broughton Recreation Center, Greggton Community Center, Gladewater
City Hall and Kilgore Community Center. Each location
will be open from 9 a.m. until
4 p.m.
These mobile stations will
be set up with computers and
printers inside each location. It
will not be a bus or trailer set
up in the location parking lots.
The stations are meant to
help people get an electronic
identification certificate (EIC)
in order to vote. People wanting to get a certificate must
prove they are a Texas resi-

dent eligible to vote and be at
least 17 years and 10 months
old. People must have proof
of their U.S. citizenship and
their identity.
The most common form
of identification is a birth
certificate, Nealy said. Other
acceptable forms of identification are a U.S. passport, a
U.S. Certificate of Citizenship
or Certificate of Naturalization, or a Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service U.S. Citizen
ID Card.
People will have to fill out
an application to prove that
they not only meet the requirements to get an EIC, but
also that the person is eligible
for the certificate. Nealy said
she thought the process might
take 15 minutes, and people
could avoid the longer wait at
the DPS office.
The EIC is similar to a driver’s license that the person will
have his or her picture taken,
be given a paper certificate
and a plastic vertical card will
be mailed to the person. The
certificate is only valid for voting purposes, though.
The commissioners did not
have to take action on the announcement of the mobile
stations and their locations.
They did appoint the election
judges for the combined polling places for the election.
Although the agenda said
the commissioners would
acknowledge a proclamation recognizing October as
National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, the com-

missioners decided it needed
to have action instead. The
proclamation from the Women’s Center of East Texas recognizing the month’s awareness was passed by all the
commissioners.
The commissioners also
approved the FY14 Funding Agreements between the
county and Judson Metro
Volunteer Fire Department
and Regional Community
Connections.
For the Judson Metro agreement, the county agreed to
pay the VFD $27,000 for
“firefighting protection services to the unincorporated areas
of Gregg County,” according
to supporting documents.
The agreement specifies that
the money would be paid in
four equal payments over the
course of 12 months.
The Regional Community
agreement has the county
paying $35,000 in four equal
payments over 12 months.
Both agreements go from
Oct. 1, 2013 to Sept. 30,
2014.
The commissioners adopted the corrected previouslyadopted base salary for certain
employees. The change affects
three positions, and each salary was increased due to the
correction.
Director of Information
Technology Derold Miller
requested $20,000 to be
transferred to the non-capital
fund from the Communications fund, according to the
supporting documents. The
money would fund the phone

system, VOIP, conversation
equipment.
The court approved to allow Elderville Water Supply
to install a one inch water line
“within the right of way of
Pleasant Green Road” in Precinct 4.
The court also approved to
pay $2,435 to the National
Association of Counties for its
2014 annual dues in the association.

roadway made the difference,
KPD Assistant Chief Roman Roberson said. It’s the only factor that
changed.
“We were very thankful. That was
definitely a large workload on us,
having to work that many and address that many incidents on I-20.
I would have to give the kudos to
the city manager, working with TxDOT and having them understand
the need and getting the job done.”
Sellers, for his part, credits Simpson and TxDOT for recognizing
the importance of the issue and mobilizing quickly to address it.
“Their actions have saved lives,”
he said.
The Skidabrader has been used in
multiple locations in Gregg County,
Krantz said. Currently, TxDOT has
no set timetable for rolling it out
again.
“It’s a tool in the toolbox,” he repeated. “We’ve gotten pretty good
life out of what pavement has been
replaced in Gregg County recently.
As for Kilgore’s I-20 stretch, “At
some point, that pavement in there
will be ground up and relaid and
hopefully it will be even better than
the Skidabraded pavement. But I
don’t have a timeline on that.”
The technology has proved invaluable, Hunter said.
“A 71 percent decrease – isn’t that
awesome? It was able to reduce the
amount of accidents, reduce the risk
to the motorists as well as free up
officers within the city to maintain
their patrol zones and maintain coverage in the city.”

Continued from Page 1A

Cooke, the ‘no left’ restriction was requested as a safety
measure to regulate traffic flow from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. and
3 p.m. to 4 p.m. and, consequently, to curtail altercations
between parents waiting in line. Well-intended, she noted, the idea was not fully-vetted before it was requested
and implemented.
The district’s traffic team is looking into the traffic measure, Cooke said, which has received mixed reviews from
parents.
“It was put in place to help the flow of traffic to be
safer and encourage parents to work together better,
but we’re looking to see, was it necessary to go to that
point?” she explained Friday. “We’re investigating just to
ensure it is the best interest of all.”
Kilgore Police Department announced the change on
Facebook Tuesday, noting that initially officers are hoping for voluntary compliance while anticipating enforcement will be necessary in the coming weeks. Comments
have been stacking up on the post.
“The program is too new at this point for us to make
any determination,” KPD Chief Todd Hunter said. “It’s
causing them a hardship, but because so many people
were cutting in and out of line it was actually blocking
school buses at times and causing some traffic congestion. It just came down to an ingress/egress situation
where there’s some traffic congestion that definitely concerned the school.
“I’ve given it several weeks that officers will be writing
warnings and hoping to gain compliance through those
efforts. That’s our main priority in this, is just to gain
compliance, let them know the sign is out there.”
Weighing in on social media, some parents contend
the sign is unnecessary, insisting parents can and should
work together during pick-up and drop-off. Others
maintain some form of traffic control is needed lest people continue to circumvent the main line of traffic. Still
others emphasize the student safety element is key.
The district is listening, Cooke said, and trying to determine the best course of action moving forward: remove the sign, leave it or revise the strategy.
“We’re trying so desperately to be customer-friendly
for our parents,” she insisted. “I want the parents to
know, we’re hearing their concerns and we’re going to
look at it and make sure it is in their best interests
... Make adjustments necessary based on investigation
results.
“We just need to look at it from all perspectives. Everybody’s trying to work together.”
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